
Traverse County Commission 

Regular Board meeting 

July 1, 2014 

The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Chair Kevin Leininger. Other commissioners present 

included Dave Salberg, Don Appel, Jerry Deal, and Todd Johnson. The pledge was recited. The agenda 

was approved unanimously, upon a motion by Deal and second by T. Johnson. 

Lynn Siegel/Emergency Management Director- The Big Dog survey was completed and sent to the 

architect. The Highway Engineer will be meeting with the architect to finish the plan. Traverse was 

approved for reimbursement for the disaster that happened last June for roughly $75,000. Dollymont 

has a road that needs to be done which will total $71,906.00 of it. The Hazard Mitigation plan is about 

half-way done.  Siegel also participated as an evaluator for a disaster exercise in Stevens County. She 

submitted a report to the state regarding the June flooding.  The Threat and Hazard Identification and 

Risk Assessment (THIRA) plan is about complete for this year.  The Emergency Management 

Performance Grant application was sent in and completed. Siegel is also working on completing her 

certification.  The Code Red system is set up and ready to be used. There will be an article about it in the 

paper. After it is publicized, an all-call test will go out to make sure everyone receives it. The information 

can go by email, cell, or home phone. Siegel also proposed a training day for people that do not have 

internet, to help them get set up. 

John Fridgen/Agricultural Inspector and Don Opdaul/Minnesota Department of Agriculture- Opdaul 

provided an overview of the statutes around agricultural inspector duties. He said Fridgen is a 

representative on the Traverse/ Big Stone Cooperative which receives about $15K grant for that. He 

discussed seed inspection and sampling and updated the Board that Fridgen received an award that 

recognized him for his seed inspection work last year.  They found a 15% seed violation rate overall. 

Fridgen also is responsible for applicator testing for commercial and non-commercial applicators. He 

generated $ 154,000,000.00 in agricultural receipts in a year. This does require a license. He also 

coordinates with the Department of Natural Resources in weed control.  He started Bio-control in 1997. 

It takes ten years for things to improve with Leafy Spurge.  He manages the beetles which fight the leafy 

spurge. The beetles are provided by Department and provide a cost savings in what the county use to 

spend on spray. Fridgen also works with about fifteen seed dealers in Traverse County. He makes sure 

they conform to the laws in Minnesota.  He also discussed the confidential role between seed dealers 

and sprayers. He is the lead contact for spray drift.  He said weed inspector is a small portion of what the 

agricultural inspector does.  Overall, about 99% of the people in this county are great to work with.  

Angela Serocki/Human Resource Technician- Serocki presented the following policies:  Job Descriptions, 

Wage Classification and Compensation, Social Security Number Policy, Administrative Pay Corrections, 

Pay Deductions and Setoffs and Work Schedules. The policies were passed unanimously upon a motion 

by Salberg and second by T.  Johnson. 

Brion Plautz/Sheriff- Plautz provided a department update showing the inmate numbers remain 

consistent.  He updated the Board that the online auction yielded $8K for the vehicles they sold. He 

discussed some of the impending changes with his retirement. He discussed how he did not fill his 



deputy position when he became Sheriff, but sees that the position is needed and he intends on adding 

it back into the 2015 budget, along with the necessary equipment for that position. He discussed the 

need to replace the cameras in the squad cars and stressed the importance of having them in mitigating 

law suits.  They’re also looking at redesigning the dispatch center to make it more functional.  

Commissioners expressed concern with a law enforcement budget increase because there’s a lot of 

scrutiny of that budget.  

Larry Haukos/Highway Engineer- Haukos reviewed quotes for asbestos removal on the demo house. 

The low quote is $9495.00 from HES Environmental Services, West Fargo, ND. Upon a motion by Appel 

and second by Deal, Haukos was unanimously approved to accept the bid. He also discussed the 

playground equipment for the County Park. To complete the project, Haukos was approved to purchase 

thirty yards of pea rock as well as border, upon a motion by Appel and second by T. Johnson. Jim Smoger 

also updated the Board on a Boy Scout Eagle project which will include painting some buildings and 

sheds as well as trimming trees at the park.  

Bid letting for SP 078-606-025, Bridge number 78501 replacement on CSAH #6 over Twelve Mile Creek 

was completed. Bids were as follows: 

Dallco, Inc   $581,060.80 Korby Contracting Co, Inc $533,187.28 

M-K Bridge Construction $527,769.30 Structural Specialties, Inc $583,062.00 

 

The Engineer’s Estimate was $488,841.10. Upon a motion by Deal and second by Salberg, M-K Bridge 

Construction, Inc, was unanimously awarded the low bid in the amount of $527,769.30, pending a back 

ground check and subject to the 3.7% disadvantaged business requirement. 

 

Jon Roeschlein/Bois De Sioux Watershed Manager- Roeschlein attended the meeting to discuss the 

county’s request for copies of their watershed meeting recordings. Their Board did authorize the 

request at no cost to the county, so long as an employee will come and get them. Because the request 

was rather unusual, he questioned if there are issues with how the watershed Board is running.  Salberg 

discussed that the minutes reported are short and not everyone can get to the public meetings.  The 

public has the opportunity to receive the minutes as well, and if they have questions, they expect the 

public to come to them and ask about it. Roeschlein would like to know who will be getting the minutes 

from the County. T. Johnson said that wasn’t the spirit of the request. It’s more about the principal that 

there is a copy of the recordings. It isn’t the county office where people should request a copy.  If we get 

a question, we can listen and help understand. It’s really meant for full disclosure. Leininger asked why  

they are concerned about who gets the minutes. Roeschlein’s concern was if answers are provided out 

of context, then it results in additional time and effort on their end to correct. They would like questions 

directed to the Watershed District directly. Anyone can have access to those records. The fee is to 

prevent burning up a budget on data. Appel said the people want transparency. Roeschlein said they 

have nothing to hide and everything is available for public review. Johnson said the county request was 

a good faith request for transparency. Its public info, if it’s available here, we will have one copy.  

Roeschlein wants the name and contact of anyone wanting to review the recording. T. Johnson said that 

would not be honored. People have a right to hear things anonymously.  



Rhonda Antrim/County Coordinator- The minutes from the June 17, 2014 Commissioner meeting were 

approved unanimously, upon a motion by Deal and second by Appel. The following bills were approved 

unanimously upon a motion by Salberg and second by T. Johnson. 

BANK OF THE WEST    20,868.75 
LSS OF TRAVERSE, LLC    3,178.00 
RAPID ELECTRIC LLC    6,001.35 
REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA   21,375.00 
Wells Fargo Corporate Trust Services  33,992.50 
WHALEY EXCAVATING, INC.   4,280.00 

M-R SIGN CO., INC.    3,256.97 
MARK SAND & GRAVEL DAKOTA CO  14,413.72 

Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2000.00 or less were 41, amounting to $21,257.42. The 

court house project was discussed and the first meeting in August they will decide the amount projected 

for the cost of building and the ballot question. The County website was discussed and consensus was 

that it could use updating and the discount being offered in July by the web designer could be utilized. 

Salberg discussed the West Central Minnesota Community Action Agency’s Head Start program that will 

be offered in Traverse County. It will be a home visiting program for children zero to three. It will start 

July one and they are considering an office space in the social service office. T. Johnson also discussed 

the webinar on invasive species. Traverse County is allocated roughly $12,000 and needs to document a 

plan for the funds. The funds could be utilized on signage, training, as well as other options.  The Board 

also indicated they would like departments to have projected 2015 budgets for the first meeting in 

August.  

Attested to by: 

_____________________________  ___________________________________ 

Rhonda Antrim/County Coordinator  Kevin Leininger/Board Chair 

 


